Myths and Truths About Gifted Kids...

Being gifted isn’talways a bowlofcherries. Gifted kids are often
misunderstood by theirteachers,classmatesand eventheirparents! To help
you betterunderstand yourchild’stalents,the Council for Exceptional
Children hasidentified afew ofthe mostcommon myths and surprising
truths about giftedness.

Myths:

L 2 Gifted kidscan accomplish anything they puttheir mindsto, they just
havetoapplythemselves.

2 Gifted kidshave fewer problemsthan others;theydonotneed or
deserve extratime and attention.

L 2 Gifted kids are self-directed, they know wherethey are heading.
2 Gifted underachieversjustneedtotry harderandgetorganized.
2 The primary value ofthe gifted childisin hisor herbrainpower.
2 A gifted child’sfamily always prizes hisor her abilities.

2 Gifted kidsneedtoserve asexamplesto othersandtheyshould
alwaysassume extra responsibility.

* All gifted kids are high achievers;theydon’thaveto workforgrades.

2 Gifted kidsdon’tneed help with study skills,they can manage ontheir
own.



Truths:

L 2

Gifted kids are often perfectionists and idealisticand may equate
achievementandgrades with self-esteem and self-worth. Thiscan
leadtofear offailure and caninterfere withtheirachievementinand
out ofschool.

Thesocialand emotionaldevelopment of a gifted child may notbe at
thesame level astheirintellectual development.

Gifted kids may experience heightened sensitivity to theirown
expectationsandthose of others, producing constantguiltover
achievementsorgradesperceivedtobelow.

Some gifted kidsare”mappers” (sequentiallearners) while others are
“leapers” (spatiallearners). Leapers oftencan’tsay how they gota
“rightanswer.” Mappers may getlostinthe stepsleadingtothe right
answer.

Gifted kids may be sofarahead oftheirchronological age matesthat
they know morethan halfthe curriculum before the schoolyear
begins!

Theirboredomcanresultinlow achievementand grades.

Inschool, gifted kids may need real problemsto workoninorderto
achieve athighlevels.

Gifted students often refuse to workforgrades alone.

Gifted kids oftenthink abstractly and with such complexity thatthey
may need help with study and testtaking skills. They can justify all the
answersina multiple-choice question, or skip reading test
instructions because they are impatient.

Gifted kids who do wellinschool may define success as getting an “A”
andfailure asany grade lessthanan “A.” By early adolescence they
may be unwillingtotry anything where they are notcertain of
guaranteed success.
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